
Want to �nd a job you’ll love?
Consult a Priest.
Past experiences build a better future. 
Meet Jesse Priest, a licensed Journeyman Electrician and Service Technician for Kenny Electric.  
Jesse started working for Kenny in 2014 as a 1st Year Apprentice, learning on the job while also 
earning a paycheck. However, this wasn’t the �rst stop along the road of his career or even the 
second.  You see Jesse started working just out of high school, training initially as an Automotive 
Technician.  Shortly after he’d mastered that skill, he became interested in welding and changed 
course, eventually spending eight years becoming a pro�cient welder.

Jesse Priest is someone who likes a challenge and isn’t afraid to apply himself to solve problems 
and reach his goals. Soon after becoming a father he realized he might need to �nd a di�erent 
career, one that would keep his mind captivated but also have less impact on his body 
day-to-day. While he knew becoming an electrician wasn’t easy, he took the advice of a friend 
who recommended he give it a try.

Jesse’s friend recommended looking into Kenny Electric. He said Kenny had a positive reputation 
in the market and pointed out, “As a larger player in the area, Kenny always has work.” Jesse liked 
that idea because unlike other companies who hire-then-�re on a project-basis, it meant that the 
work would be there and his job would be a reliable source of income for his family. When you 
join Kenny Electric, you have a permanent role in the success of the organization. 

Jesse researched Kenny Electric and was most impressed by Kenny’s attitude toward safety.  His 
experience with his previous employer had him concerned over enforcement of even the most 
basic safety protocols, like requiring the use of a harness on the job. Jesse recalls, “I’m a father, 
and I needed to make it home to my family. [My former employer]… was more concerned about 
making money vs. assessing the risks.” 

Soon after Jesse joined Kenny Electric’s Apprenticeship program he learned a former colleague 
had been fatally injured on the job. Jesse says, “That’s when I knew I made the right decision to 
work for Kenny Electric. I appreciate the way they take safety seriously.”
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“Completing my [Journeyman] exam gives me more opportunity for my future. I have a skill that transfers anywhere.” 
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“Kenny made the decision to change 
careers, easy.” 

Jesse says Kenny made the decision to change careers easy.  “They 
enrolled you in the Apprentice program, paid for your tuition and 
books, then made sure you knew when to start classes,” he says. 
“Rachael [Dina] is a big supporter of making sure everyone gets 
what they need and understands what to do.” 

Jesse isn’t someone to do things halfway, and progressed through 
the Apprenticeship requirements. In December 2018 Jesse passed 
his licensed Journeyman Electrician exam on the �rst try. That’s an 
amazing feat. “It was the most di�cult test I’d ever taken. It took 
me four hours to complete it, but the Journeyman Prep class that 
Kenny Electric recently introduced was a big help. I felt con�dent 
taking the test,” he said.

He bought Mike Holt's Electrical Exam Preparation textbook.  Four 
months before the exam he read through the book and began 
testing himself using the practice quizzes provided.  Jesse also 
committed to attend Kenny’s prep classes, which were four hours a 
week on Friday nights, for six weeks. 

Earning his Journeyman license was a proud moment for him. He 
says, “Many Apprentices work hard and make it through their 
fourth year, but for whatever reason don’t take that �nal step to 
take the exam. Some wait and take the test after several years have 
passed, I just didn’t want that hanging over my head.”  Exam 
preparation enabled him to remain focused on the prize and gave 
him the con�dence to take it across the �nish line. 

“Completing my exam gives me more opportunity for my future. I 
plan to stay at Kenny for a very, long time, but now I have a skill 
that transfers anywhere.” 

We asked Jesse what he likes about being
a Service Technician.

“Unlike doing big jobs, ones that are involved in ground-up, project 
work, I know myself well enough to see that type of work could be 
too monotonous for me. As a Service Technician, I am exposed to a 
variety of di�erent jobs and kinds of work. It also involves a lot of 
problem-solving and I like thinking through a challenge,” Jesse 
says.  

Jesse is responsible for doing service work related to Kenny 
Electric’s Daktronics clients. While most of the work is concentrated 
in Denver, some systems are scattered throughout Colorado, 
extending as far as Pueblo, New Mexico, and Rawlins, Wyoming. 

During his Apprenticeship, he learned a lot about the industry, and 
himself.  That experience and self-awareness are why he loves his 
job.  “There is a small group of us [techs] working for Scott Kalvoda. 
They are good people.”  He says everyone works together to solve 
challenges. “We’ve got each other’s backs, sometimes even on our 
day o�,” laughs Jesse. 

Kenny’s broad spectrum of services and capabilities translates into 
many opportunities for its workforce and enables the Company to 
weather the ups and downs of the construction market. 

Jesse says he has ambitions also to earn a Master Electrician’s 
license, and maybe one day running his own business.  Never say 
never Jesse – we can’t wait to see what’s next for you. 

When not working or learning, Jesse enjoys riding his motorcycle 
and going camping with his kids.

Visit www.Kenny-Electric.com/our-people to learn more about 
Kenny Electric’s corporate culture.


